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But the Lord was gracious to them and had compassion on them, and he turned toward them, because of 
his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 

2 Kings 13:23 

This past month I had the opportunity to travel with 15 members of our church family to the small 
island of Roatan, Honduras. While there I had a chance to speak with extensively with Rene and Brooke 
Pizzati regarding how God is using the in Roatan to reach, not only the island of Roatan, but also how God 
is using them to share the gospel in a way that will reach the other continents. Some of the boat captains 
that travel through Roatan even reach as far as the Middle East and Africa. One boat captain that they 
prayed over accepted Christ, then started a Bible Study on his boat while they were traveling. We find that 
it is the little things life and ministry that make a big difference. In this case, a simple prayer played a role 
in this captain accepting Christ, the gospel being presented to his crew, and the gospel being brought to 
foreign lands. 

Our goal as ministers is to be a part of a ministry that will have an impact long after we are gone. 
That was one of my takeaways from seeing the ministry at Legacy Mission International. Everything they 
do is designed to be self-sustaining and to be an investment that will outlast them. Their clinic, New Life 
Church, every conversation, gospel presentation, gift, and house visit are all designed to be an 
investment in people that will allow them to come face-to-face with the gospel and to spread the gospel 
to others.  

In the passage above we find the legacy left behind Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It wasn’t a legacy 
based on their actions or accomplishments. It wasn’t even based on their faith (although according to 
Hebrews 11, their faith did leave a certain legacy for us as believers). But ultimately, their legacy was 
based on their covenant with Yahweh. The most important thing about them was how God used them to 
bless their descendants. As we look at how we do ministry, both as individuals and as a church, are we 
focused on the temporary things or are we making investments in ministries, opportunities, and people 
who will continue to carry the gospel forward, even after we are gone? 



 

Honduras 2025 

Team Reflections 

“One of the most touching moments was leading a portion of the Celebration Place lesson and seeing the 

children who came from households where a family member is an addict.  These children and teens were 

present at church Sunday, Family Night Sunday night, Kids Camp on Monday, came to Celebration Place on 

Wednesday, and back to Kids Camp on Thursday as well.  Some were even present Saturday morning for a 

rehearsal!  To have seen and interacted with these children throughout the week and then to know their 

living conditions was a powerful thing.  These children are learning about Jesus’ sacrifice and God’s love from 

Christ’s servants on the mission field.  I thank God for all the missionaries and leaders of New Hope Church in 

the village of Oakridge on the island of Roatan, Honduras.  They love and serve well.”  Ann Davis 

  “My most memorable moment was our home visit with Kety. We talked for a few minutes then a simple 

question about whether she goes to church opened the floodgates. She gave us her testimony and opened 

her heart to us. You could tell she truly loves God but is also troubled by her situation. She doesn’t have any 

way out and is troubled over the thought of what happens to her if she died today. We then laid hands on 

her and prayed for her which was such a special moment to witness. I felt we were able to offer her a little 

peace and reassure her that God loves us where we are.” Amy Barnes 

“I really enjoyed working with the children at the children’s camps and programs at church. Watching the joy 

on their faces as they played games or participated in various crafts brings a smile to my face even now, after 

our return. I enjoyed the school visits and talking to the students about Jer 29:11 and singing and praying 

with them. They dream of careers as police officers, teachers, lawyers, firefighters and doctors—no different 

than me as a child with career dreams. Watching the teachers receive their school supplies bags was like 

watching kids open presents on Christmas Day—what a blessing! The house visits were special. Jara and Jara 

Lee are twins. Jara had surgery on her arm a few months ago, but she was still in a lot of pain and didn’t have 

a brace. A member of our team, along with a Legacy mission member, returned to her with Tylenol and a 

brace for her arm—an immediate need was met. To see the joy on her face when she showed up to church 

that night brought so much joy to me! I enjoyed our house visit with Steven as he smiled and laughed with us 

but then mentioned his struggle to live every day in pain. He’s 27-yrs-old and has been wheelchair bound for 

10 years. We prayed over him and shared how God is with him and would never leave him, and he seemed to 

be encouraged by that. I am in awe at the great work God is doing in Honduras.” Phylisha South 

"They do not look like they are listening, but they are". We were told repeatedly when we first arrived at 

Legacy Mission that despite the chaos around us, the kids were in fact listening. This was hard to remember, 

especially on the last day of Kidz Camp. Listening to Ann give the devotion to the 5–7-year-old group, I had 

one of the youngest in my lap due to his inability to sit still. To keep him from distracting the entire room, I 

pulled out my phone to take selfies with him. Thinking he was not paying attention at all to Ann, I was blown 

away when, after an object lesson of not popping a balloon despite stabbing it with a toothpick, he said 

"Because I have Jesus in my heart, he will protect me like the balloon when things are hard." This was exactly 

the point that Ann was making, and I was reminded, these kids in Honduras are listening and get it. They are 

hearing the stories in the Bible. They are hearing the Gospel message.... even when the chaos makes it 

appear as though no one heard.”  Sarah Alverson 



 

“One of the most memorable aspects of this trip was visiting families who struggled with poverty and lacked 

basic resources, including medical care. We organized food distributions, helped provide for immediate 

needs, and spent time listening to the stories of the locals. Despite facing so many challenges, they 

welcomed us with warmth and faith. Their strength and trust in God, even in hardship, were truly inspiring 

and reminded me of Philippians 4:13, ‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.’ 

The language barrier and the overwhelming need were certainly challenges. At times, I felt helpless, but I was 

reminded that our purpose wasn’t to fix everything. Our mission was to offer hope through Jesus Christ, to 

remind them that they weren’t forgotten. One conversation with a sweet lady, who sang with us in beautiful 

harmony, really touched my heart. She was so grateful for something as simple as a knee brace, not just for 

its practicality, but for the love and care it represented from strangers. This moment reminded me of 1 John 

3:18, ‘Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth’.” Tina Largent 

  “One powerful memory from our trip for me is when Brian, Lori, and I were able to go with Brooke Pizzati to 

drop off a group of kids after kids’ camp. The children were all from one of the more poverty-stricken 

communities. With an increase in poverty level, comes an increase in crime and drug use. By chance, we 

were able to meet with a parent of one of the children who had come to kid’s camp. He shared that he had 

been battling an addiction to cocaine and that his wife was getting ready to leave him. He shared how he had 

tried to stop his use so many times, but he felt powerless against it. The missionary Brooke was very familiar 

with this family and their struggles. It was amazing to see how much she cared and knew how to approach 

this situation. Without skipping a beat, Brooke invited him to hop in the truck with us to attend adult Bible 

study that night and he agreed. He even found his wife and asked her to go with him. When he got to the 

church, several people with whom he had been in rehab with recognized him and embraced him in hugs 

ready to welcome him back even after his continued failure to escape addiction. This moment was so 

impactful for me because the missionaries of Legacy Mission International do not shy away from meeting 

people where they are in their struggles and sins. They simply continue to share the light and love of Christ to 

these hurting communities. They address so many physical needs, but they always point them back to Jesus 

for hope. Thank you, church for sending us to minister in Roatan!“  April Charland 

“I completely loved the entire mission trip and everyone I encountered there. A memory/experience that 

really is going to stick with me is playing soccer, “Football”, with the kids and enjoying time with them, while 

later seeing some the same kids and helping them get a better understanding of God’s love for them.” Kalani 

Brady 



     Pastor Scott 
WORSHIP MATTERS  

A Lesson from Otis 
 
 A couple weeks ago, Sandy Brown, the Choir President, led a devotion at the end of 
our rehearsal that I thought was rather poignant.  So much so, that I thought I would share 
it with you.  Here's how the story went. 
 "My wife called out to me the other night as she ran inside the back door, "Greg, come 
quick! Archie [our dog] has some kind of animal cornered and I think he's killed it!" I ran out 
the back door and headed to the place in the backyard where Archie was standing. I could 
see a lifeless form of some kind of critter on the ground but couldn't tell what it was. My 
wife handed me a flashlight and I shined it on the poor creature. There it was, lying on its 
side, still and lifeless on the ground, eyes closed and mouth wide open ... an opossum. 
 I held the flashlight steadily above the opossum, wondering if it truly was dead, or if it 
was just playing. I told my wife, "You know it might just be 'playing possum' trying to make 
us think it's dead." I continued shining the flashlight on it for a minute as my wife took 
Archie in the house. Sensing that the eminent danger was gone, the opossum opened its 
right eye slightly and looked up at me. I couldn't help but laugh! "You fooled Archie, didn't 
you?" I said to the wily ol' opossum. Slowly and gingerly, the "once-dead" opossum came 
back to life and stealthily scampered off into the bushes. So, the Oscar for "Best Actor" 
goes to Otis the Opossum for his portrayal of a dead opossum in the movie "Archie Killed a 
Possum." Ha-ha! 
 What a great job Otis did pretending to be dead. I think about how he held his mouth 
open, how he stopped breathing, how he closed his eyes, and gave every appearance that 
life had left his body.  But he was only acting ... just pretending to be dead so his enemy 
(Archie) wouldn't mess with him anymore. What a performance! 
 I suppose many a churchgoing, Bible-believing Christian has acted in a similar 
manner ... pretending to be dead, hoping their enemy (the devil) will leave them alone. If 
they get a little too active in their Christian walk, sing and praise too loudly and 
unashamedly, get a little too outspoken in their Christian testimony, they worry that they 
might become a target for the enemy. So, they feign death ... remaining quiet and silent... 
unwilling to be a spokesperson for their Savior ... barely breathing the breath of inspiration 
that the Holy Spirit desires to pour into them ... giving every appearance of death. 
But the days of acting dead are over. It's time to step into the abundant life Jesus promised. 
Yes, you have an enemy that wants to "steal, kill and destroy," but you also have a Master 
who wants to give you "life abundantly" (John 10:10). Don't feign death out of fear of the 
enemy. Jesus has already destroyed the enemy's power over you!" 
 The author is correct.  Satan has little interest in those who are 'going with the flow', 
like a dead fish floating downstream.  However, for those who are actively living out their 
faith, praising Jesus boldly and proclaiming His name to those around them, "Your enemy 
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour." (1 Peter 5:8).  In 
fact, we are told in Matthew 5 that "11 Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute 
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be 
glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you." 
 I wanted to remind the Choir of this message the following Sunday, so just before 
the service started, I flipped a sheet over the back of the wooden Choir Director stand with 
the message, "NO POSSUMS!!  PRAISE BOLDLY!!   
 I hope this is an encouragement to you in worship and your daily life as well. 





Deacon’s Corner 
 

Submitted by James Alverson 

Discipleship - Training A Life on Mission 
 
Our church recently returned a short-term mission team from Roatan, Honduras and my wife 
and I were blessed to be a part of that team. Roatan is a beautiful place, filled with vibrant coral 
reefs for snorkeling and diving, beautiful world-class beaches, crystal-clear blue waters, and 
lush tropical vegetation - a real paradise on Earth. It is also a place that is desperately poor, 
broken, dirty and devastated.  
It is hard to imagine unless you have seen it with your own eyes. There are truly two sides to the 
island. There is the picture-perfect tourist destination on the west side of the island, but at the 
county line midway through the island, when you cross from Roatan County into Santos 
Guardiola County, you find almost the exact opposite of the destination that awaits the tourists 
who visit the island’s resorts and cruise port. 
On the island, the average salary is $12 per day. In Santos Guardiola, especially near Oak 
Ridge, the small village where our team was stationed, that number is closer to $2 per day. 
There are really three industries on the island, the primary one being tourism, with the other 
legitimate industry pertaining to offshore fishing. The largest other industry is the drug trade.  
As you might expect in a place with little wealth, little industry, and little educational 
opportunities, many struggle with addictions, many are chained with the heavy burden of 
domestic abuse, malnourishment, lack of hygienic facilities, inadequate shelter, difficult 
transportation, and rampant sickness. There is a cycle of corruption in the government. A cycle 
of poverty among the people. To many, it seems like there is no hope. Enter the gospel.  
God sent His Son to the world to save anyone who believes in Him and calls upon His Name. 
That is what we believe. That is what our partners in this trip, Legacy Mission International 
believe. It is the message that has changed our lives and is meant to change the lives of anyone 
who chooses to follow Christ. 
Legacy Mission International planted New Hope Church in Oak Ridge some five years ago. 
They have grown to host around 100 people for worship each Sunday. The service is in English 
and Spanish, not separated, but side-by-side. The church seamlessly transitions from singing a 
song in Spanish, to one in English, and even many mixed between the two. People give 
testimonies of God’s work in their lives, His faithfulness to them through their struggles, these 
are also translated. This is worship in the Kingdom of our God. 
Legacy and New Hope Church have launched countless ministries to their local community. In 
addition to the Bible Studies you’d expect at any church, they have a Medical Clinic which 
provides needed health care and medicine for $10 per visit when the closest private clinic costs 
$50 per visit and more if you need medicine. The clinic is full each day. There is a ministry to 
women and children who have been the victims of domestic abuse, a soccer ministry that has 
involved more than 150 children in organized sport, a transitional house that helps people 
recovering from addiction.  
There is plenty more that they do, but the point is there is no shortage of opportunities to reach 
the people of their village where they are. Legacy and New Hope Church can’t afford to wait for 
people to just come to them - although there are plenty who do when they hear what the church 
is doing - they are reaching into some of the darkest and hardest to reach areas of their 
community and culture with the hope of new life in Christ. 
Over and over again during our week in Oak Ridge, we saw a pattern of brokenness, heartache 
and difficulty with believers from Legacy and New Hope Church running into those situations 
arms open and ready to embrace those who need the hope of Christ. While Rene & Brooke 
Pizzati, the two missionaries that we knew we were visiting before we departed, are certainly 
heroes of the faith and constantly busy spreading gospel seeds, what we did not see was them 
simply trying to accomplish everything on their own. As they interacted with people in their 
community and saw them come to faith in Christ or saw Christians join their community, they 
brought them into the mission with them. 



The Pizzati’s and their missionary colleagues are not rock stars. They are humble 
servants of the most high God. In truth, they are trying to work themselves out of a job because 
they want those around them to be able to do the ministry of the church even long after they 
leave. 

In Philippians 4:9 Paul writes, “What you have learned and received and heard and seen 
in me – practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.” 

They live their lives in such a way that it causes other people to be drawn closer to 
Christ. They speak into their lives to challenge them to pursue their giftings and practice the 
things they see from believers following Jesus, forever changing the community around them. 
They live a “Life on Mission” where every decision is prayerfully considered. Every ministry is 
carefully designed. Every resource prayed over for the most effective use for the Kingdom 
mission. God is using them in a mighty way. 

As I have reflected on what I observed and participated in during our trip to Honduras, I 
have been asking myself, “How am I bringing others along in their faith in Christ? Am I more 
concerned with accomplishing the work set before me on my own timeline and my own terms?” 

My hope is that it would not be the case. I pray to be more concerned with expanding the 
missional capacity of our church body than accomplishing the work in the way that I would have 
it be done. I pray that we become a people more concerned with discipling those younger in the 
faith in such a way that they find their giftings and use them to benefit the body of Christ and the 
community around them. I pray we disciple in such a way that the Kingdom of Christ is 
expanded as they move and live their lives on mission with Him. 

Regardless of the community, regardless of the circumstance, gospel ministry is gospel 
ministry. We at JHBC may not be called to start a coffee shop or provide after school camps for 
school kids, but we are called to look for ways to use the gifts and resources our Father has 
given to us to meet real needs in our community while directly sharing the gospel with those we 
come in contact with. We are called to disciple them, to walk beside them as they learn the 
things of God and learn how to accomplish His mission for their lives. We are called to help 
them find their gifts. We are called to connect them to his Kingdom and push them to use those 
gifts for His glory. 

Please join me in praying that God helps us to faithfully follow Him in this work and that 
He will be glorified by our efforts and the service we give for His Kingdom. 
 

 

Deacon’s Corner (cont.) 
 

Submitted by James Alverson 







WMU News 
WMU of JHBC celebrated the women who fulfill the focus of WMU (learn, pray, give and 
do missions) on Baptist Women’s Day February 23, 2025.  Our ladies led in worship 
music, the Prayer Calendar, highlighted local mission efforts, beautifully reminded us 
that "People Need the Lord" culminating with Phyllis Watson speaking on "When God 
Says No."  Baptist Women’s Day 2025 was truly a celebration of the contributions of the 
women of our church! 
  
We will soon be focusing on Annie Armstrong and her efforts to support the "home 
mission" efforts for North America.  Our goal for the Annie Armstrong Offering is $6000 
and will culminate as we celebrate our Risen Lord at Easter.  All funds collected through 
the Annie Armstrong Offering go directly to our North American missionaries to support 
their efforts to spread the Gospel. 
  
Are you interested in learning about, praying for, giving to and doing missions?  If you 
are not currently in a small WMU Group (WISH, Pearl Johnson or Viriginia Oliver) and 
would like to gather with other women who are also interested in supporting missions 
please meet at the organ on Sunday, March 16 right after church to talk about a new 
group starting up soon.  Phyllis Watson has offered to lead this group.  If you have 
questions before that Sunday, please call Mary Hawley Oates at 919-708-
8369.  Meeting dates and times will be decided by the group. 
 



Dear JHBC, 
Thank you for your continued support of Meals On Wheels of Sanford.  Your support helps 
many people receive a hot meal as well as frozen meals on the weekends during times we do 
not deliver.  May each of you be blessed! 
Sincerely, 
Deb Egbert 
Corresponding Secretary 
Meals on Wheels 
 
Dear JHBC, 
Thank you so much for your recent participation in Lee County’s Point In Time Count!  The 
homeless were so excited to receive the supplies you collected - especially the socks!  Thanks 
again! 
Sincerely, 
Cindy Hall 
H3 Ministries 
 
Dear JHBC, 
Thank you for your continued support of the American Bible Society.  Because of you, more 
waiting souls around the world can receive Bibles and Scripture resources in their heart lan-
guages.  You are impacting lives - both now and for eternity. 
Yours in Christ, 
Dr. Jennifer Holloran 
President and CEO 
American Bible Society 
 
Dear JHBC, 
Thank you for your generous gift to Operation Mobilization.  Your generosity supports our 
worldwide effort to see a vibrant community of Jesus followers within reach of everyone.  
Thank you for joining us on our mission - God’s mission - as we work together for His glory!  
Sincerely, 
Andrew Ginsberg 
President and CEO 
Operation Mobilization USA 
 
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church, 
On behalf of the Breadbasket Board of Directors, I sincerely thank you for your generous dona-
tions to help feed the hungry in Lee County.  Your support improves the lives of those we 
serve, and we are truly grateful for your support. 
With heartfelt gratitude, 
W.R. Jones, III 
President 
 
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church, 
Thank you for your donation to Family Promise of Lee County.  Your donation will be a great 
help to the families we serve in our program.   
Thank you, 
Tamara Brogan 
Family Promise of Lee County 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Honor of Jeff Cummings 

To the Building & Grounds Fund 

>By Anonymous 

 

In Honor of Tara Mulligan 

To the Youth Fund 

>By Anonymous 

 

In Honor of Bob Tilley 

To the Library Fund 

>By Anonymous 

 

In Honor of Wallace Bland 

To the Music Fund 

>By Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

 
In Memory of James Tolliver 

To the Tolliver Scholarship 
>By Daphine Toliver 

 

In Honor of Aaron & Shpresa Smith 

To Operation Mobilization 

>By Anonymous 

 
In Honor of Judy Davis 

To the Debt Reduction Fund 

>By Anonymous 

 

In Honor of Jeanette Al-Habib 

To the Higher Heights Fund 

>By Anonymous 

 

In Memory of Margaret Testa 

To the Benevolence Fund 

>By Anonymous 

 

In Memory of Lynda Holder 

To the Kitchen Team 

>By Anonymous 

 

In Honor of Jackson Snipes 

To the Nursery Fund 

>By Anonymous 

 

In Honor of Ed Byrd 

To the NC Baptist Children’s Homes 

>By Anonymous 

 

In Honor of Timothy Stamatis 

To the NC Baptist Hospital Fund 

>By Anonymous 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

March 1 - Sandy Brown 

Baker Earwood 

March 2 - Reese Perdue 

March 3 - Dee McKenzie 

Heather Lehman 

March 7 - Duran Johnson 

Heather Smetak 

March 8 - James Kelly 

Owen Bond 

March 10 - Daniel Desjarlais 

March 12 - Jill Cox 

March 13 - Cindy Jones 

March 16 - Beverly Coleman 

March 18 - Mary Musselwhite 

Greg Bowling 

March 19 - Barbara Cashion 

March 20 - Kenny Lamm 

March 21 - Jane Kallam 

March 22 - Hannah Reynolds 

March 26 - Tommy Scott 

March 27 - Jennifer Lowe 

March 29 - Yvonne Tilley 
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GREETERS   

Sandy Lamm 
Russel Stevens 

 
LOCKING & SECURITY 

March 2 - Jeff Brown 
March 9 - Mike Wilkins 

March 16 - Russ Stevens 
March 23 - Tommie Angel 
March 30 - Eddie Bowling 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 2, 2025 
9:45 AM Sunday School - 138 
 11 AM Worship Service –195 

 

Sunday, February 9, 2025 
9:45 AM Sunday School - 127 
 11 AM Worship Service  -180 

 
  

 Sunday, February 16, 2025 
9:45 AM Sunday School - 76 
11 AM Worship Service - 93 

 
Sunday, February 23, 2025 
9:45 AM Sunday School - 110 
11 AM Worship Service - 161 

 
 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUEST 


