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When the Lord saw that he [Moses] had gone over to look, God called out to him from the bush, 

“Moses, Moses!” “Here I am,” he answered. “Do not come closer,” He said. “Remove the 

sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”  

Ex. 3: 4-5 

When I was a youth pastor I loved to play games with the youth. I’d play board 

games, card games, and video games. But my favorites was when they wanted to play 

sports. Sometimes we would break into games of basketball or soccer. And some of 

these games would happen after church. Since I’m not smart enough to pack a change 

of clothes, I would play these games in my church clothes. This resulted in my dress 

paints having stains from dirt and sweat and dress shoes, which are not built for such 

athletic movements, ending up prematurely worn. I didn’t recognize that there is a 

difference between athletic clothes and dress clothes. When I wear dress clothes I have 

to act differently than when I’m wearing casual clothes.  

In Exodus 3 God teaches Moses a similar lesson: not all ground is equal. There is 

casual ground and there is holy ground. In this case, Moses is told that his sandals are 

not worthy to walk on holy ground. He is to take them off and go barefoot. What is so 

special about this ground? What makes it holy? It is the presence of God. This is an area 

that God has sanctified for the purpose of meeting with Moses and commissioning him 

to fulfill the mission God has prepared for him. But before Moses enters into his 

commission, he first needs to meet with God.  

A mission without an encounter is destined for disaster. Before Moses can do 

what God has called him to, he first must meet with God. This encounter will pave the 

way for Moses to move forward. He has a long road ahead. He will have to deal with 

angry kings and Pharaohs, foreign armies, stubborn Israelites, and an unforgiving path 

with limited food and water. What will bring him through these struggles? The 

presence of the God who not only would command him but would go with him. And it 

all started with this encounter on holy ground where he met with God.  

As we pray for God to use us to build his kingdom and carry the gospel to the 

nations, we must never jump ahead. Our service must flow out of our encounter with 

Him, not the other way around. We seek God’s presence and cling to it as we seek His 

will for our lives, for our families, and for our church.  

Pastor Brian Charland 

 

 



WORSHIP NOTES       Pastor Scott 
 Continuing in the series of articles based on the book Healthy Worship by Kenny 
Lamm, this next section is one that I find particularly poignant and perhaps the most 
applicable objective of my sabbatical experience.  Again, I am forced to brutally edit the 
original article to make it fit on one page. 
 

From Spectator to Participant 
 

It is easy to attend worship without truly participating in it.  You can sit in the room, hear the 
songs, follow the service, and still remain emotionally distant. You can observe everything 
happening around you and never really engage your heart, mind, or will. That is what makes 
this issue so important: Worship was never meant to be watched from a distance.  Healthy 
worship calls us to move from spectator to participant. 
 

WORSHIP IS NOT A SHOW 
In many settings, people have learned to treat church like a performance.  A few people are 
on stage.  Everyone else is watching.  The quality of the experience gets evaluated 
afterward.  But biblical worship is not entertainment. It is not something a few gifted 
people do while everyone else observes. Worship is the gathered response of God’s people 
to the greatness of God. 
 

PARTICIPATION IS PERSONAL 
When you participate in worship, you are doing more than singing the words on a screen.  
You are bringing your attention.  You are bringing your honesty.  You are bringing your trust.  
You are bringing your repentance.  You are bringing your joy, your grief, and your desire to 
respond to God.  That kind of participation is deeply personal.  It means you are not asking, 
“Did I enjoy this?” as your first question. Instead, you are asking, “Did I encounter God? 
Did I respond to Him? Did I offer myself to Him?”  That is a very different mindset. 
 

PARTICIPATION IS WHOLE-HEARTED 
True worship involves more than passive agreement.  It includes the mind, as we think 
truthfully about God.  It includes the heart, as we feel awe, gratitude, and conviction.  It 
includes the will, as we choose obedience.  It includes the body, as we sing, pray, kneel, lift 
our hands, or simply remain attentive with reverence. 
 

THE CHURCH NEEDS PARTICIPANTS 
A worshiping church is stronger when people come ready to engage.  When people sing, 
pray, listen, and respond, the whole body is strengthened. One person’s faith can 
encourage another. One person’s joy can lift the room. One person’s honesty can help 
others be honest too.  That is why passive attendance is not enough. 
 

A SIMPLE INVITATION 
If you find yourself drifting into spectator mode, start small.  Pay attention to the words of 
the songs.  Pray before the service.  Ask God to speak to you.  Sing even if you do not feel 
like it.  Listen with expectation.  Respond with sincerity. 
 

WHY IT MATTERS 
Healthy worship changes when the people of God stop watching and start offering 
themselves.  It becomes less about style.  Less about critique.  Less about passivity. 
And more about God’s worth.  More about the gospel.  More about whole-hearted 
response.  That is the kind of worship that shapes a church, strengthens believers, and 
honors Jesus.  Healthy worship begins when spectators become participants. 
 



 
Deacon’s Corner – August 2026 

 
Submitted by James Alverson 

THE UNEXPECTED 
 
The boat was sailing across the lake. The lake that they had known their whole lives. Countless hours spent surrounding 
this body of water in all kinds of vessels. Decades of experience navigating the waters and piloting boats sat capably on 
board.  
 
Surely, they had it under control. Surely they could manage the wind against their ship. There was not a question in their 
experienced minds that they would reach their intended destination by the work of their own hands. 
 
But as they worked what they could to cross the sea, their progress was slowed, their progress delayed because God had a 
better plan. He needed to show them something.  
 
It was the fourth watch of the night. This would have been between 3 and 6 AM. They’d been beaten by the waves, 
strained against the wind, and had not reached where they had planned. Jesus was going to show up, but they weren’t 
ready for Him. They weren’t expecting Him to show up, at least not in this way. 
 
They saw a ghost on the water, coming toward the boat, they cried out in fear. Screaming in terror at the figure making its 
way across the rough seas, they heard a familiar voice. The voice of their teacher. The voice of their friend. The voice of 
their Lord. 
 
Jesus called to His disciples in the boat “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” The God who made the universe, the Son of 
Man who commands all things; came WALKING out on the water to his struggling followers.  
 
They knew how to sail. They were fishermen. They knew how to navigate and pilot through storms. But when God is 
ready to teach you a lesson, when he is ready to reveal something about Himself, about His world, or about yourself - 
there is no amount of your own effort that will hasten your destination.  
 
After hours of struggle, the time had come for Jesus to demonstrate to His disciples that He holds all things in His hands - 
all power in Heaven and on Earth is given to Him. He walked on the water. Across the surface of the sea, not just because 
He could, but to teach His followers a lesson. He won’t always show up in the way you expect.  
 
As his teacher is walking on the water, Peter calls out, seemingly doubting that it really is Jesus and not the ghost that they 
initially thought, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” Jesus told him to get out of the boat, and to 
Peter’s credit he did. For a moment, Peter in fact stayed above the water. It was only when Peter took his eyes and mind 
off of the power that Jesus was providing him, distracted by the circumstances around him - the wind, the waves, the 
storm around, the implausibility of his ability to do this - that he began to sink.  
 
Still another lesson to be taught, Jesus graciously reaches out his hand and saves Peter from the waters.  
 
In our lives and in our church family, we make our plans, we set our expectations of how and when God will show up. We 
set our schedules of when God will be with us and we can move out in faith with Him by our side. But God’s timeline isn’t 
ours.  
 
It is tempting when we are in the midst of things going differently than we had planned to be frustrated and work even 
harder to do what we know our ability should allow us to accomplish. But oftentimes, delays are a time to wait on God to 
move. To wait on God to show up and teach us something we didn’t realize, to see something new about who He is.  
 
For me, my prayer is that as we are embattled in the wind and waves of our lives and in the life of our church, that we will 
be prepared in our hearts for God to show up in unexpected ways to grow His Kingdom at JHBC and in our community 
while lifting our eyes and hearts in dependence on Him.  
 
When Jesus comes across the waters of your life, will you be expecting Him? Will you be prepared to welcome our teacher 
and Savior in unexpected ways and at unexpected times? Will you be prepared to be singularly focused on Him and allow 
Him to accomplish unimaginable, miraculous things through the power He freely gives to His children? 
 





 

 
  



 
WMU Updates 
Everyone at JHBC has been in full mission mode for the past several months but the ladies 
of WMU have been especially busy.  And we are about to get even busier with a great honor 
and opportunity October 2-3, 2026.  Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church was asked over a 
year ago to host the 2026 IGNITE Missions Conference for WMU NC on that weekend.  We 
are centrally located and WMU NC saw JHBC as a very mission minded/focused church and 
we are so excited!!  Hosting the IGNITE Missions Conference will take everyone at JHBC to 
make it happen.  The expectation is that we will have 300+ attendees coming to this 
conference to learn more about mission opportunities, prayer needs for our missionaries 
and to be uplifted in our efforts to share the gospel at home and around the world. 
  
We need lots of volunteers for this event.  WMU NC will take care of many details but we 
need to have volunteers to make it all happen smoothly.  We need volunteers to handle 
traffic on both Friday night and Saturday events.  We NEED 2 golf carts to transport 
attendees from the East side and Main Street parking lots to the portico at McDowell Hall 
(for those who cannot walk the distance).  McDowell Hall will be the registration entry 
point.  Volunteers are needed to direct our guests to the breakout rooms, to smile and give 
a warm welcome, assist those who need the chair lift to get to the upper floors, help set up 
on Thursday and take down after the event Saturday to get ready for Sunday morning.  If 
you helped with the BASH, you know it takes a lot of people to make an event like this 
happen.   
  
If you are willing to volunteer you can attend the conference without paying the 
registration fee.  If you are a member of WMU there are some limited scholarships to help 
with the cost of registration (if not volunteering).  If you just want to come and enjoy the 
conference without any distractions the cost is $55.  This cost includes dinner on Friday 
night and lunch on Saturday.   The conference is for anyone to attend, not just those 
involved in WMU.  If you have questions, please contact Mary Hawley Oates (919-708-
8369).  If you are willing to volunteer there will be sign-up sheets on the Family Ministry 
bulletin board or contact Mary Hawley.   
Go to https://wmunc.org/ignite-2026/#registration-section for more information and 
registration.  There are events for both children and teens. 
 



Powell River Associational Shoe Fair & Sandy Creek Baptist Association 

MISSION REPORT 

DATE:   Thursday, July 30, 2026 - Saturday, August 1, 2026 
 

There were 20 people representing our Sandy Creek Baptist Association who 
traveled to the Powell River Baptist Association complex in Jonesville, Virginia to 
conduct their annual Shoe Fair.  Of those 20 people we had 6 churches 
represented.  This is an annual mission in which Sandy Creek Churches have 
participated in for 12 years, beginning in 2014.  The team took over 800 pairs of 
shoes, 100’s of socks, hygiene kits and school supplies.  Gideon New Testaments 
were given out during the event to each child or parent who wished to have 
one.  There were 13 Associational churches that contributed and 35 people who 
worked during the collection day on Monday, July 27th, representing 8 churches. 

 

The team fitted 240 pairs of shoes on children during the shoe fair on Friday and 
Saturday, representing 100 Families.  300 pairs of shoes along with socks were 
taken to another school district in Elydale, the Eastern part of Lee County, Virginia 
where they will be distributed by the staff of area schools during their open 
houses this week. Shoes will be distributed at Powell River throughout the school 
year as needed. Thousands of shoes have been fitted on school children over the 
years. 
The mission team of 2026 wishes to thank everyone who contributed, shoes, 
socks, hygiene items, school supplies and money for this mission.  Without your 
support, this mission would not be successful.  You are a blessing to us. 

 

Your Mission Team! 

Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church:  Wanda Howard, Alice Gilchrist, Ellie Tutor, 
Emma Tutor 

Juniper Springs Baptist Church:  Phyllis Bogan, Deborah Garrison, Lorrie Atkins 

Fellowship Baptist Church:  Becky & Van Romine, Mary & Ken Mabry, Glenn 
Borie, Carolyn Handley, Adrea Catlette, Debbie & Kevin Maness 

Bethany Baptist Church:  Leigh Poe, Carolee Richards, Declan Richards 

Sandy Creek Associational Missionary:  Jason Golden 

 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”    Matthew 5:16 

 



Bereavement Team 
 
The Bereavement Group 3 – Brenda Wicker- Chair and Catherine Mitchell  
Co-chair– served lunch for the Jeff Cummings family July 29th at 11:00 am.   
Thank you to everyone who brought food and helped provide a meal for the family during 
this difficult time.  Carol Bowling, Ramona Bowling, Rachel Brown, Karen Lamm Hunter, 
Sharon Johnson, Gladys Kephart, Kathy Keye, Catherine Mitchell, Katie Rice, Joy Scott, Kathy 
Waters, Brenda Wicker and Karen Young. 
  
A special thank you to the cleanup crew for your willingness to serve and for helping 
everything run smoothly; Tommie Angel, Carol Bowling, Rachel Brown, Jean Kelly, Karen 
Young, and Kathy Waters.  Your kindness and generosity are greatly appreciated.  
  
 The Bereavement Group 4 - Sheila Stevens, Chair and Angie Wood, Co-chair served 
lunch for the John Henry Rice family August 12th following the graveside service.  Thanks 
for the following ladies that prepared food:  Lorena Batchelor, Sharon Carter, Barbara 
Cashion, Judy Davis, Sandy Lamm, Belinda McGugan, Joy Scott, Rose Soldano, Sheila 
Stevens, Jean Walker, Vickie Wilkins and Angie Wood.  A special thanks for your willingness 
to serve and clean up were:  Angie, Joy, Rose, Sheila and Wanda.   
 
The Bereavement Group 5 - Sylvia Thomas, Chair and Agnes Kelly, Co-chair served 
lunch for the Jeff Batchelor family at the home of Lorena Batchelor August 
17th.  Transporting the food and set up was Agnes, Jean and Sandy.  Thanks to those ladies 
preparing food:  Jan Blakely, Ruth Bundy, Jean Kelly, Mary Hawley Oates, Diane Smith, 
Sylvia Thomas and Linda Vance.   
 
Bereavement Group 1 - Freda Lowe, Chair and Mickie Rebello, Co-chair will be the next 
group to serve. 
 
Bereavement Committee 
 
  
 
Missions and Outreach 

Jonesboro Heights was host to our annual new school year kick off for 2026-2027 at J Glenn 

Edwards August 7th in their conference room.  Due to conflicts of the BASH and the school 

moving their 4th and 5th graders to modules, refreshments were served there during the 

morning hours.  

Remember to bring your craft items and books to the Mission Depo area for the school.  

 

- Tyra Harding and Sandy Brown, Mission & Outreach 



Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church, 
Thank you so much for your generous support to Meals on Wheels of Sanford.  Your support 
enables so many clients to receive a hot noon day meal who can’t provide for themselves.  In 
addition we are now able to provide extra snacks for the weekend.   
Sincerely, 
Deb Egbert 
Corresponding Secretary—Meals on Wheels of Sanford 
 
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church, 
At Baptist Children’s Homes, we believe every child deserves to know the freedom of Christ.  
Your generous gifts help with that.  It is helping us place children with Christian and adoptive 
families as well as providing support to cottage parents who give themselves daily to the  
children in their care.  Every child who is settled into a stable, Christ-centered home takes a 
breath they have never taken before.  That is true freedom.  Thank you for standing with us! 
For the Children, 
David Melber 
CEO - Baptist Children’s Homes 
 
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church, 
Thank you for your donation to Operation Mobilizations work.  Your generosity supports our 
worldwide effort to see a vibrant community of Jesus followers within reach of everyone.  
Together we will continue this mission together. 
Sincerely, 
Andrew Ginsberg 
President and CEO 
Operation Mobilization USA 
 
Dear JHBC, 
Thank you for your generous and ongoing support. 
Sincerely, 
Denise Godley 
Reach Out Pregnancy Center 
 
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church, 
Thank you for your donation to Family Promise of Lee County.  We appreciate your support of 
our program and your donation will be a help to families in our program.   
Thank you, 
Tamara Brogan 
Family Promise of Lee County 
 
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church, 
On behalf of the Breadbasket and our team, I would like to express our heartfelt gratitude for 
your generous donations.  Your support enables us to continue our mission of serving the com-
munity, and we would not accomplish this without your help. 
With Appreciation, 
Sue Vester 
Treasurer 
The Breadbasket 
 
 



MEMORIAL GIFTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of James Tolliver 
To the Tolliver Scholarship 

>By Daphine Tolliver 
 

In Honor of Chase Bowling 
To the Tolliver Scholarship 

>By Anonymous 
 

In Honor of Aaron & Shpresa Smith 
To Operation Mobilization 

>By Anonymous 
 

In Memory of Jeff Cummings 
To Higher Heights  
>By Anonymous 

 
In Honor of Garry Long 
To the Benevolence Fund 

>By Anonymous 
 

In Memory of John Henry Rice 
To the Kitchen Team 
>By Anonymous 

 
In Honor of Russ Stevens 

To the Nursery Fund 
>By Anonymous 

 
In Honor of Ed Byrd 

To the NC Baptist Children’s Home 
>By Anonymous 

 
 

In Honor of Melba Kelly 
To the Baptist Children’s Hospital 

>By Anonymous 
 

In Honor of Gene & Betty Griffin 
To the Building & Grounds Fund 

>By Anonymous 
 

In Honor of Mary Cox 
To the Youth Fund 
>By Anonymous 

 
In Honor of Ann Wester 

To the Library Fund 
>By Anonymous 

 
In Honor of Dallas Harper 

To the General Fund 
>By Anonymous 

 
In Memory of Jeff Cummings 

To the Children’s Ministry 
>By Fidelis Sunday School Class 

 
In Memory of Jeff Cummings 

To the Children’s Ministry 
>By Tommy & Vicky Matthews 

 
In Memory of Jeff Cummings 

To the Children’s Ministry 
>By James & Jean Kelly 

 
 



MEMORIAL GIFTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of Jeff Cummings 
To the Children’s Ministry 
>By Andy & Kathy Keye 

 
In Memory of Jeff Cummings 

To the Children’s Ministry 
>By Sandra Wornom 

 
In Memory of Jeff Cummings 

To the Children’s Ministry 
>By Lee & Mary Sue Patterson 

 
In Memory of Jeff Cummings 

To the Children’s Ministry 
>By Tony & Agnes Kelly 

 
In Memory of John Henry Rice 

To the General Fund 
>By Tony & Agnes Kelly 

 
In Memory of John Henry Rice 

To the General Fund 
>By Carol Hudson 

 
In Memory of John Henry Rice 

To Higher Heights  
>By Joyful Generation Class 

 
In Memory of John Henry Rice 

To Lottie Moon 
>By Anonymous 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of John Henry Rice 
To the General Fund 

>By James & Jean Kelly 
 

In Memory of Jeff Batchelor 
To the General Fund 

>By James & Jean Kelly 
 

In Memory of Jeff Cummings 
To the Baptist Men’s Fund 

>By Melba Kelly 
 

In Memory of Jeff Cummings 
To the Children’s Ministry 

>By Henry & Betty Merritt 
 

In Memory of Jeff Cummings 
To the Children’s Ministry 

>By Chris Gaddy 
 

In Memory of Jeff Cummings 
To the Children’s Ministry 

>By Sigethy Family & Sharon Hulsey 
 

In Memory of Jeff Cummings 
To the Children’s Ministry 

>By Debbie D’Auria 
 

In Memory of Jeff Cummings 
To the Children’s Ministry 

>By Kendall & Virginia Cumbee 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 1 - Scott Griffin II 

September 2 - Kaleb Griffin 

September 5 - Bill Davis 

Jim Elsey 

September 11 - Marlen Whitney 

September 13 - Mike Bundy 

James Alverson 

September 15 - Belinda McGugan 

September 16 - Tony Rebello 

September 18 - Tommie Angel 

Jamie Bowen 

September 19 - Gene Griffin 

Lori Rouse 

September 22 - Lane Charland 

Emma Graham 

September 23 - Karen Young 

David Bond 

Patrick Snipes 

Greyson Matthews 

September 24 - Luna Sampaga 

September 25 - Hudson Walters 

September 26 - Rebecca Meisel 

September 27 - Stephen Graham 

September 28 - Bennett Walters 

September 29 - Ruth Bundy 

September 30 - Norma Jean Randolph 

Amy Barnes 

Lucas Walters 









 The Announcer 
Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church 

316 W. Main Street  
Sanford, NC  27332 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETERS   
Ramona Bowling & Sandy Lamm 

 
LOCKUP & SECURITY 

September 6 – David Largent 
September 13 – Roger Vance 
September 20 – Ray Carter 

September 27 – Tom Janyssek 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, August 2, 2026 
9:45 AM Sunday School  - 128 
 11 AM Worship Service - n/a 

 

Sunday, August 9, 2026 
9:45 AM Sunday School - 136 
 11 AM Worship Service  - 196 

 

 Sunday, August 16, 2026 
9:45 AM Sunday School - 125 
11 AM Worship Service - n/a 

 
Sunday, August 23, 2026 

9:45 AM Sunday School - 148 
11 AM Worship Service - 186 

 
Sunday, August 30, 2026 
9:45 AM Sunday School -  
11 AM Worship Service -  

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUEST 


